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matriculation, and when men began their careers much earlier than they do now, Luke Challoner must have been an extraordinarily old junior-freshman; and I think that we may certainly conclude that he had not been originally intended for a learned profession, but for a life of practical activity as a manager of property.
We know that he rented from Archbishop Loftus 940 acres of land at Finglas.' His notebooks, still preserved in the Trinity College Library, contain many entries relative to his farms there. In 1592 he obtained from the Corporation of Dublin a lease for 6I years of the disused church and churchyard of St. Andrew.2 His will testifies that he had acquired a considerable property in land and houses. All this leaves us with the impression that he was a man of business before he became a man of books and a clergyman; and it may be added that he remained a shrewd man of business to the end of his life, to the advantage of this College. His death, in fact, involved the loss to the College of an extremely valuable Dublin property.
The comparatively advanced age, thirty-five, at which Challoner graduated also helps us to understand why he did not obtain higher preferment in the Church than the Prebend of Mulhuddart,3 in St. Patrick's Cathedral, to which he was appointed by the Crown, 27th May, 1597-It is not likely that he had taken orders before he left college; in any case, he could not have seriously entered on his professional career at an earlier date; and, as a rule, prizes fall to those who start early in the race.
As I stated at the outset, we give to Challoner a place in our Roll of Honour, not because he conferred distinction on Dublin University by achievements in the world of thought or of action, but because we are grateful to him for the leading part that he took in the foun- dation and conservation of this College; so that we who are working here to-day may be stimulated to noble aims and strenuous effort by the memory of an Ussher, a Berkeley, a Burke, an Archer Butler, a Rowan Hamilton, a Lloyd, a Salmon.
Those who go into the passage to the College kitchen between the Chapel and the Dining Hall, brought by duty or led by curiosity, may see on their left a tiny railed-in enclosure containing a few sepulchral memorials.
The largest of these, which supports what was once a recumbent effigy, but is now nothing more than a misshapen mass of alabaster, represents the " fair monument "' which Phoebe Challoner placed in the old chapel over her father's grave.
Her mother, his first wife, and their other children were also buried there. The monument has served since it was exposed to the weather, when the present chapel was built, in 1798, as a sample of the indecent outrages on a noble past which irresponsible guardians of a historic institution can commit with impunity.
We have lost, needlessly lost, the only certainly authentic presentation of the bodily presence of Luke Challoner2; even the epitaph can no longer be seen, which told in few words what he had done to deserve a grateful recollection:
" The Irish University question reached an acute crisis in 1584, when Sir John Perrot, the Lord Deputy, an able man, whose methods were summary and violent, proposed (21st August) a modification of the existing scheme.
He suggested that two colleges, one at Armagh, and one at Limerick, should be endowed out of the revenues of St. Patrick's Cathedral, the sacred edifice itself to be turned into a court house. This desecration, Perrot said, was specially desirable, inasmuch as " there were two Cathedrals in Dublin, of which St. Patrick's, being held in more superstitious veneration than the other, ought to be dissolved." ' We have seen that, eighteen or nineteen years before, Loftus had urged the diversion of the revenues of St. Patrick's to the endowment of a university in Dublin; but in the meantime he had contrived to fill the Chapter with his own sons, relatives, and connexions, and had also acquired large personal pecuniary interests in the Cathedral property.
Loftus consequently vigorously opposed Perrot's scheme; and after a struggle with the Lord Deputy of the most violent description, he procured from the Queen a warrant forbidding the dissolution of the Cathedral. It is fair to say that the scheme supported by Loftus would not have involved the desecration of the Cathedral, or neglect of the parishes dependent on it.
The defeat of Perrot's proposals had, at least, this result, that action of some sort could not any longer be delayed. The Government was resolved, for reasons of policy, to establish a university in Ireland. It had always been tacitly assumed that the normal procedure in such a case was confiscation of Church property; but as Loftus had prevented the spoliation of the church, it seemed incumbent on him to suggest another site and source of revenue. This could -only be found in a voluntary offering from that section of the people of Ireland which was heartily in sympathy with the project, that is, the leading merchants of Dublin who formed the Corporation.
It is at this juncture that we may, with confidence, date the beginning of the active interest and influence of Luke Challoner in the foundation of Trinity College, Dublin.
In July, 159o, Archbishop Loftus made a speech to the citizens at the Tholsel, commending to them " the free granting of a fitting Place whereon to found a Colledge, and the conveneiencyes that necessaryly belong vnto such a Society, neere this Citty."' About six months after this, January, 1591, the Dublin Corporation, at their quarterly meeting, passed the following resolution:- The ground on which this College and its adjoining Dublin property now stands is " the scite of Alhallowes and the parkes thereof." The Dublin Assembly Roll does not indicate the names of any of the "well-disposed persons " whose petition was granted; but there is a consensus of early testimony that the grant was obtained " by the motion and procurement of Lucas Challoner, "' that " he was the first mover and the earnest Solicitour for the buildinge and foundinge of Trinitie Colledge by Dublin.' " Challoner was a man who was respected and trusted and liked by his fellow-citizens. It is perhaps questionable if Adam Loftus could have persuaded the Corporation to grant a site for the new college if it had not been supported by a man of whose disinterestedness there was no question. There is evidence that Challoner was on good terms even with those who differed from him in politics and religion. In 1604, the Mayor, John Shelton, made a difficulty about taking the oath of Royal Supremacy, and asked a respite to consider about it. " In the meantime," we are told, " he had conference with Dr. Chaloner, a learned divine and a zealous Protestant; upon which conference the Mayor did seem to be fully satisfied that he might with a safe conscience take the oath, and to be resolved likewise touching divers other points of religion, in so much that he sent word to the Lord Deputy that Dr. Chaloner had given him satisfaction, and at the day appointed he would be ready to perform his duty touching the oath."" In point of fact, Shelton did not take the oath; but the incident illustrates the regard in which Challoner was held by his fellow-citizens.
When the site for the college had been promised, January, 1591, the next step was to obtain from the Queen a licence for its erection. For this purpose SGilbert, Hist. of Dublin, iii., p. 7. * So described, Jan., 161i. Elrington (?) MIS., pp. 69, x54. and the election of Alvey; also during the protracted absences from College of Alvey and Temple. Those early years were times of anxiety. The very existence of the institution was at stake; and it is not too much to say that to Challoner, who never left the post of duty, the preservation of this College in its early years is due.
I suppose that the proudest day in the life of Luke Challoner was Shrove Tuesday, I6oI; the day of the first Commencements of this University of which there is any record; at which he presided as Vice-Chancellor and Vice-Provost, and himself took the degree of Doctor in Divinity. The sums disbursed on this occasion for the Degree-dinn'er and academical robes prove that Challoner desired to set before Dublin the ideals of dignity with which he had been familiar at Cambridge."
I have perhaps over-emphasized the part played by Challoner as a man of affairs. But if he was not himself a distinguished scholar, he loved books, and was the cause that learning was in other men. We have2 catalogues of his books drawn up by himself in 1596 and I6o8, with a note that up to August 1595 he had expended over )f80 in purchasing them.
It was a many-sided collection, and would be thought an extensive one even now. Indeed, it constituted the College library for some years; for Challoner lent his books freely to his colleagues, as his note of " Bookes abroad " testifies. And so when it became possible to make a beginning of a College library, Challoner and James Ussher were sent to England to buy books for it. We know of two such journeys, in 1602 and 1609. While thus employed, they met and consulted with Sir Thomas Bodley, who was engaged in a similar task for the benefit of Oxford; and Challoner, with characteristic generosity, added a gift of 1s20 worth of books to Bodley's benefaction. Before Challoner died (27th April, 1613), he proposed a scheme for the future disposition of the College revenues which may be of interest just now, when the wisdom of the existing constitution is being called in question. It is a pity that our knowledge of Challoner's plan is derived only from the adverse criticisms of Archbishop Abbott, the Chancellor,2 and of Temple, the Provost,3 whose rival plan was adopted, and is that now nominally in operation.
To Temple is due the distinction between Senior and Junior Fellows, then seven and nine respectively, and also the fixed number of seventy foundation scholars. The circumstances of the University and of the country generally have so completely changed in three hundre&l years, that it is not fair to Temple to judge of his arrangements by our experience of their working in recent times. Temple's object was to support a learned society; but the main principle of Challoner's scheme was the encouragement of students for service in the country. It was really a modification of the plan that had been sketched by Archbishop Browne in 1547. Browne had proposed four teaching Fellows and 2o0 Scholars; Challoner suggested a Provost, six Fellows, all to be engaged in teaching, and 60o Foundation-Scholars, 20 in each class.
Challoner was no fool, and he must have known quite as well as Abbott 'R. Parr, Life of James Ussher, p. 14. Besides, He had just secured for the College a grant of forfeited Dublin chantry holdings, an additional endowment more than sufficient to meet the financial liabilities foreseen by Abbott and Temple. His death resulted in the loss of this property; but it is not fair to judge of his educational proposals apart from the financial prospects of the College which he had every reason to believe would be realized.
We can see now plainly enough that Challoner's plan would have made the College popular at once by dispersing all over the country a large number of men with grateful memories of an Alma Mater who had given them more than she had got from them.
The love and loyalty of her children is the strength as well as the glory of a mother.
They used frankincense at Dr. Challoner's funeral.' One would like to be sure that it was intended to signify that his " memorial," like Josiah's, " is like the composition of incense, prepared by the work of an apothecary . . . sweet as honey in every mouth, and as music at a banquet of wine."
Challoner was not a great ornament to this University; but he was the first of a series of men without whose good sense and patience and loyalty this University could never have become great.
We have had many such in this place: their names are forgotten; but their work stands fast. Let us thank God for them, and for him. 
